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ABSTRACT

The ability to read is an academic substance that is difficult for early childhood to learn. One of the effective ways
that can be applied in the process of learning to read in early childhood is by combining learning with play such
as using puzzle media. The purpose of this study was to determine changes in reading skills after being given
learning using puzzle media in children at Kindergarten, Sooko Village, Mojokerto Regency. In this study, the
research design used was pre-experimental with one group pretest-posttest design. The population in this study
were all 45 children in Kindergarten, Sooko Village, Mojokerto Regency. The sample in this study were 40 people.
The independent variable in this study is the puzzle media. The dependent variable in this study is reading ability.
The instrument used in this study was an observation sheet. The data analysis technique used is the Wilcoxon
signed rank test. The results of this study indicate that respondents who experienced changes in reading ability in
the good category were 9 respondents (50%), the sufficient category was 4 respondents (22.2%), and the less
category was 5 respondents (27.8%). The results of statistical tests using the Wilcoxon signed rank test statistic
showed sig. 0.001 < (0.05) then HO is rejected and H1 is accepted, which means that there is a change in reading
ability after being given learning to use reading puzzle media in children aged at Kindergarten, Sooko Village,
Mojokerto Regency.
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INTRODUCTION

Kindergarten-age children are a period where children experience a very rapid growth and
development process, it can even be said to be a developmental leap. This age is often referred to as the
golden age because this period is a very effective period for optimizing the various potentials of
children's intelligence. At this golden age, children have an extraordinary desire to learn, including
learning to read." The ability to read is an academic substance that is difficult for children to learn. One
of the effective ways that can be applied in the process of learning to read in kindergarten children is by
combining learning with play. Good learning media is needed to achieve high quality learning. Learning
media using puzzles is predicted to be applied to kindergarten children to improve children's reading
skills, because learning with game media will make children happy, so children will be interested in
learning including learning to read.” Puzzle is a tool of educational games that can stimulate the child's
ability, which is played by disassembling the pieces of the puzzle by his partner to be a unity of the
whole image.’ Based on interviews with 11 parents who have early childhood in TK Pertiwi, Sooko
Village, Mojokerto Regency, said that their children can only recognize letters and symbols so they still
need to learn to read because they have started elementary school.

Study Program for International Student Assessment (OEDC 2010).* shows that in various
countries including Indonesia girls have better reading skills than boys. This is because the language
control center in the female brain is more diffuse (diffused ) than the male brain, which is more
concentrated ( focused ) in the left brain. Therefore, girls are more likely to be proficient in
communication, including the ability to read. In Indonesia, the number of children aged (4-6 years) is
26,090,000 children (Indonesian Demographic and Health Survey, 2018). While in East Java, the
number of early childhood children is 2,485,218. states that one of the factors that affect reading skills
in kindergarten children is gender. In his latest research, girls have a higher reading ability than
boys. Boys tend to be easily bored and discouraged when they have difficulty in reading, while girls
who have difficulty in reading continue to try to read even with the help of the teacher.® Based on the
researcher's interview with several parents who have Pertiwi Kindergarten children in Sooko Village,
Sooko District, Mojokerto Regency on February 16, 2021, they said that their children are currently not
fluent in reading. According to their parents' observations, at school their children are only taught to
read using children's worksheets which contain examples of letters and pictures.

Phonemic awareness (sound), development of knowledge of letters, and understanding of
printed letters are three important abilities that children need to achieve in order for them to be ready to
benefit from formal reading instructions. When children are read to and have the opportunity to interact
with printed letters, they learn how print works before they actually learn to read. Children who cannot

recognize and pronounce the letters on the alphabet list learn to read with less difficulty than children
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who do not know the alphabet. When children learn the names of the letters, they also learn the sounds
of the letters.® Knowing the name of the letters gives comfort to the children to learn the sounds of the
letters. Connecting between letters and letter sounds is referred to as sound symbol suitability. As
children become more fluent with letter names, they become more interested in understanding the
sounds the letters make. The suitability of the sound symbol is what helps children when invited to learn
to read formally. Recognizing letters is part of the stage of learning to read. Children who are able to
recognize letters will certainly be easier to be invited to learn to read. The effects on children who have
difficulty reading course it is directly or indirectly may affect the development, especially on social-
emotional aspects of the child.’

Efforts that can be made to improve reading skills in early childhood are by
using puzzle media . Puzzle media is useful to help improve fine motor skills in children, help mental
development, and creativity in early childhood. One effective way to improve reading skills in early
childhood is to use puzzle media . Puzzle playing activities can train children to solve problems and train
children to read because the shapes and images contained in the puzzles will make children happy.’In
addition, the support of parents is also very important because parents are the child's friends, are deeply

trusted by the child, and a person who is always there for the children.

METHODS

The research design used was pre-experimental with a one group pretest-posttest design which
revealed a causal relationship by involving one group of subjects. The subject group was observed before
the intervention was carried out, then observed again after the intervention was given.8 The sample in
this study was Kindergarten children in Sooko Village, Sooko District, Mojokerto Regency who met the
research criteria as many as 40 people, Sampling technique: probability sampling with a sampling
technique The sample uses simple random sampling. The independent variable in this study is the puzzle
media, the dependent variable is reading ability.

Measurements made before the experiment (P1) are called pre-test. In this study, the pre-test
aims to observe reading ability in early childhood before giving treatment (X). The treatment given is
in the form of puzzle media. After learning to use puzzle media, the researcher observed the reading
ability in the early childhood (P2) which was called the post-test.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Based on the research, the results obtained :

Distribution of Research Results Frequency Table

No. Variable Total
n %
1 Gender
Boy 17 42.5
Girl 23 57.5
Total 40 100
2 Age
5 25 62.5
6 15 37.5
Total 40 100
3 Ability to read before intervention
using puzzle media
Well 4 10
Enough 26 65
Not enough 10 25
Total 40 100
4 Reading ability after intervention
using puzzle media
Well 13 325
Enough 22 55
Not enough 5 12.5
Total 40 100

Based on the table above, the children's reading ability before the intervention was in the poor
category and after the intervention was in the good category as many as 2 respondents (20%).
And the ability to read in children before the intervention was in the sufficient category and
after the intervention was given in the good category as many as 7 respondents (26.9%). And
the ability to read before the intervention was given a good category and after the intervention
was in a good category as many as 4 respondents (100). The results of statistical tests using the

Wilcoxon signed rank test statistic showed sig. 0.001 < (0.05)

Respondents' Reading Ability Before Intervention Using Media Puzzle

The results of research on the distribution of reading skills in childrenEarly childhood
in Pertiwi Kindergarten in Sooko Village before the intervention using puzzle media based on
the table above were early childhood with good reading skills as many as 4 people (10%),
reading skills in the sufficient category as many as 26 people (65%), and reading skills in the
good category. less than 10 people (25%). From the table, it can be concluded that most of the
respondents' reading ability before the intervention using puzzle media was sufficient for 26

respondents (65%).
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Reading ability is the ability and skill and readiness of a person to understand the ideas
and symbols or sounds of language in a reading text that is adapted to the intent and purpose of
the reader to get the desired message or information .’ states that one of the factors that influence
reading ability in early childhood is gender. However, on average girls are better students and
they are significantly better at reading than boys because girls have higher reading skills than
boys.?

The reading ability of the Pertiwi Kindergarten in Sooko Village before the intervention
using puzzle media was mostly in the moderate category due to gender factors. In this study,
most of the respondents were female. There are 23 girls who have a higher reading ability than
boys.This is due toenathe language control center in the female brain is more diffuse (diffuse)
than the male brain which is more focused (focused) on the left brain. Therefore, girls are

moreeproficient in communication, including in reading ability.'°

Respondents' Reading Ability After Intervention Using Media Puzzle

The results of the study regarding the distribution of reading abilities in Pertiwi
Kindergarten children in Sooko Village after intervention using puzzle media based on the table
above were kindergarten children with good reading skills as many as 13 people (32.5%),
reading skills in sufficient category as many as 22 people (55 %), and the ability to read in the
poor category was 5 people (12.5%). From the table, it can be concluded that most of the
respondents' reading ability after the intervention using puzzle media was sufficient for 22
respondents (55%).

Puzzle media is an educational game tool that can stimulate children's abilities, which
is played by disassembling pairs of puzzle pieces based on their partners to form a unified
whole. Puzzle media is said to be an educational game because it is not only for playing but
also for sharpening the brain and training between mind and hand speed.!' Puzzle playing
activities can train children to solve problems and train children to read because the shapes and
images contained in the puzzles will make children happy, Media puzzles with varied pictures

and unique shapes serve to activate schemata. early childhood at the pre-reading stage.’

Analysis of Changes in Reading Ability After Learning Using Puzzle Media in Early
Childhood
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Based on the table abovelt was found that the respondents who experienced changes in
reading ability before being given the intervention were in the less category and after being
given the intervention with the good category as many as 2 respondents (20%) due to the
frequency of practice using puzzle media as much as 6 cycles. And the results of changes in
reading ability before being given an intervention with a less category and after being given an
intervention with a less category were 5 respondents (12,5) because respondents did not pay
attention when given the intervention. The results of statistical tests using the Wilcoxon signed
rank test statistic showed sig. 0.001 < a (0.05), then H ¢is rejected and H | accepted, which
means that there are changes Awarded Post Literacy Learning Using Media Puzzle In

Kindergarten Pertiwi Sooko Sooko In the village of Mojokerto.

The results of this study are in line with researchersconducted anindika F.F.P(2016) 2
at Muslimat Kindergarten Banjarejo Pakis Malang with a p value of 0.000 which means that
there is a positive and significant influence between letter puzzle media on reading skills in
early childhood. Puzzle media is useful to help improve fine motor skills in children, help
mental development, and creativity in early childhood. From these benefits, it can create a more
fun learning environment for children and stimulate children to interact with letters and words
by playing.’

According to the researcher, learning media using puzzle media can create a fun and
memorable learning atmosphere for early childhood. Through puzzle media, children will use
the functions of their five senses such as hearing, seeing, feeling, and touching objects. In
addition, reading using puzzle media will improve children's memory of the letters they
compose, because children choose and find their own pieces of letters that are assembled into
a vocabulary. This can help make it easier for children to learn to read and increase interest in

learning to read, so as to improve reading skills in early childhood.!!

CONCLUSION
There is an influence of online learning through google classroom on the interests and learning outcomes
of students in semester 4 of STIKes Midwifery Program Dian Husada Mojokerto. Online learning
through google classroom can be used by lecturers to overcome student problems in online learning in

the village, especially in increasing interest and learning outcomes of maternal &neonatal gadar courses.

190



Jurnal MIDPRO, Vol.13 No.02 (Desember, 2021) : 185-191 E-ISSN: 2684-6764

10.

11.

12.

REFERENCES
Aulina CN. Pengaruh permainan dan penguasaan kosakata terhadap kemampuan
membaca permulaan anak usia 5-6 tahun. Pedagog J Pendidik.2012;1(2):131-144.
Suryastini LA, Wirya N, Ujianti PR, Psi S. Penerapan Metode Pemberian Tugas
Berbantuan Media Puzzle Huruf untuk Meningkatkan Perkembangan Bahasa pada Anak
TK. J Pendidik Anak Usia Dini Undiksha.2014;2(1).
Rahmawati S. Sunarti. 2014. Penilai dalam Kurikulum 2013. Published online 2013.
Boud D, Freeman M, James R, et al. Student assessment for learning in and after courses.
Sydney, NSW Aust Learn Teach Counc. Published online 2010:1-31.
Uswatun D. Perbedaan Kemampuan Membaca Anak Kelompok B Berdasarkan Gender
di Tk Se-Kecamatan Pundong Bantul. Pendidik Guru PAUD S-1.2017;6(5):480-491.
Prihartawati RE. Pengaruh Media Permainan Puzzle Terhadap Kemampuan Mengenal
Huruf Vokal pada Anak Tunagrahita Kategori Sedang Kelas III SLB N Sleman. Widia
Ortodidaktika. 2016;5(1):61-69.
Madyawati L. Strategi Pengembangan Bahasa Pada Anak. Kencana; 2016.
Nursalam N. Metodologi Penelitian [lmu Keperawatan. Published online 2016.
Futihat S, Wibowo EW, Mastoah I. PENGEMBANGAN MEDIA PUZZLE HURUF
UNTUK MENINGKATKAN KEMAMPUAN SISWA DALAM MEMBACA
PERMULAAN. Ibtida’i J Kependidikan Dasar.2020;7(02):135-148.
Trenggonowati DL, Kulsum K. Analisis Faktor Optimalisasi Golden Age Anak Usia
Dini Studi Kasus Di Kota Cilegon. J Ind Serv. 2018;4(1).
Sari YR, Jaya MTBS. Penggunaan media puzzle terhadap peningkatan kemampuan
pemecahan masalah anak usia 5-6 tahun. J Pendidik Anak. 2018;4(1).
Anindika FFP. Peningkatan kemampuan membaca permulaan melalui media puzzle
alphabet di TK B Muslimat 18 Banjarejo Pakis Malang. Peningkatan Kemamp membaca
permulaan melalui media puzzle Alph di TK B Muslimat 18 Banjarejo Pakis
Malang/Ferda Ferik Putri Anindika. Published online 2016.

191



	Kindergarten-age children are a period where children experience a very rapid growth and development process, it can even be said to be a developmental leap. This age is often referred to as the golden age because this period is a very effective perio...
	Study Program for International Student Assessment (OEDC 2010).4 shows that in various countries including Indonesia girls have better reading skills than boys. This is because the language control center in the female brain is more diffuse (diffused ...

